munity treatment for diverted youngsters and their families often occurs under real or implied system coercion and thus has a distinct sanctioning flavor. As noted earlier, some studies have shown such treatment to yield increased recidivism or detriments to self-concepts.
ADDITIONAL ISSUES
By this time, the reader may well have thought of additional issues pertinent to the question of early sanctions. Those noted above are certainly not exhaustive. Several others should be mentioned here briefly, but the brevity does not connote lack of importance. At this point, it is difficult to discern with clarity which may indeed be the most and least important issues requiring our attention.
For instance, I have skirted around the question of what is meant by "early," but clearly future work must come to grips with this. In most of the foregoing discussion, I have talked of early as meaning early in one's potential delinquent career as defined by official reaction, i.e., first official offense. But early can also refer to the undetected delinquent career; the first arrest usually is far removed in time from the first delinquent act.
Early can also refer to chronological age, in which case interest in early sanctions may launch' an investigation into the place of sanctions in the development of moral precepts. It may place greater emphasis on the thorny problems of early identification, or "delinquency proneness," and the accompanying ethical problems.
Finally, early can refer to the first stages of the justice system; early sanctions would then be defined as those applied by the police on the street or in the station or as anything applied prior to appearance in court.
A second additional issue may be the most complex of all, or at least the most difficult to translate into policy recommendations. This is the issue of how sanctions are perceived. Sanctions are presumably perceived quite differently in many cases by the appliers and the recipients. What is thehe simple phrase "early sanctions," when applied to the actual processing available and employed within the justice system, yields unexpected complexities. Unless we restrict very severely our definition ofaks against
